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tho phenomenal urowth and progress
of Itoanoke, Vo.. the city has developed
not only along commercial and Indus¬
trial lines, but It has made great
strides In education. Its public, school
system beltiK second only to Rich¬
mond and abreast of those In cities
much larger than Roanoke.
The present system of public schools

In Hoanoke embraces six primary and
grammar schools for whites, two sim¬
ilar schools for the colored, one while
high school, one night school and a
vacation school.
The development of Bchool popttlp-

tton and attendance, wlth'n tho past
throe years la shown In the following
figures:

The schools are housed In nine build-
Inns, seven for wnltes and two for col¬
ored. Two of tho buildings have a
mndcrn system of heat nnd ventila¬
tion, and all of tho other houses,
erected ^efore. such careful attention
was gi ¦vn "e physical condition
under which pupils work, have been
provided with some means of ventila¬
tion, and. of course, are all equlpprd
with satisfactory heating plants. Tho
school buildings in Hoanoke compare
ns a whole fnvorahly with any In the
State. The valuation of buildings and
lots Is estimated at : 320,000.
The present organization of the work

from an academic point of view corn-

May.
190S.

May.
1911.
JS.1G7
6,333

117
146

Population .C.ru.'l
Knrolment .ü.JGfi
No. of teachers. 118
No. of rooms. 118

prises five primary and three- gram¬
mar grades and tour years ot high
school work. The courses offered In
the lower grades and In the high
school are substantially those com¬
monly approved as necessary to a
modern system of education- Cooking
nnd manual training have been estab¬
lished In the colored schools, and the
expectation la to arrange next session
for this department In the white
schools. rt Ith this added work the
curriculum In Itoanoke will embrace
practically all of the features of a
sane and conservative course of study
as well as those options demanded by
present isoclaij nnd economic condi¬
tions.
The reorganization of the school sys¬

tem of this city constitutes the most
Interesting and important feature of
the school system. The Intermediate
school, which is the crucial point In
the proposed plan. Is now nearing com¬
pletion It Is a handsome brown-
stone and cement building, having
thirty recitation rooms, an assembly
hall seating 1.010, two large study,
halls, a gymnasium about seventy-five
feet S(|tiarc, nnd a roof garden for
open air work. The manual training
and rooking will be offered in this
building. All of the pupils of the sixth,
seventh nnd eighth grades will be
brought to this school.
A number of Instructors in the inter¬

mediate school will be men. thus giv¬
ing a reasonable combination of men
and women teachers for students from
twelve years old. Tho course of study
will bo substantially the same as now
offered in the no-called grammar
grades, with the exception that cer¬
tain options may be taken, and thereby
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the curriculum will be more adequately,
adapted to the needs of the' pupils.
The school system of the city will

then comprise, for the whites, six prl- (
mary schools, doing work from tho first
through the fifth grade; ono Intortne-
dlate school, for sixth, seventh and
eighth grade pupils, and a high school,
for tho ninth, tenth and olovcnth
grades. As the last session of the in¬
termediate school will be devoted to
practically tho same work as now re¬
quired In tho first year of ttie high
school, a graduato of tho system will,
of course, be credited with the stand¬
ard four-year high school course.
The night school Is a most Impor¬

tant and commendablo featuro of tho
school system. It is conducted on Mon¬
day, Wednesday and Fnaay evenings,
from 7:30 to 9.30. The present enrol¬
ment is 340. embracing students from
tho fourth through the tenth grade.
This school Is designed exclusively for
students who are compelled to work
during tho day. and no pupil who is
able to nttend the day school can gain
admission. Tho lowoat class is par¬
tially graded and serves aa an Intro¬
duction to tho fifth grade work. After
thin point pupils arc classified In pre¬
cisely tho aumc way as in tho day
school. Students In tho night school
secure much practical help bearing
more or lass directly on thobr daily
IMggiraatthm. urrM asl i+rn «wtn.o ilma :«nr.u«k

a chance at excellent academic train¬
ing. Not u small number of young
men, who have had to work during the
day, have been able by means of this
school to be prepared for college en¬
trance, and the nutnbor Is very largo
whoso employers have asserted that
advancement and promotion were in
no small measure due'to the night
training tltoy receive.
The vacation school, opened last

summer for the first time, Is nnothor
step In the direction of adapting the
school system to the pupil. By means
of this school the students difficult of
classification and gradation can have
their training well rounded and can he
put in a position for the regular school
to do them greater service. Students
who nre deficient In one or two
branches, or, on the other hand, stu¬
dents who show superior ability, can
make up any necessary grade in the
vacntlon school. Tills school opens the
latter part of June and continues until
about the mlddlo of August. The num¬
ber of teat-hern Is sufllciontly largo to
in,ik Individual coaoh work, possiblo.
A system of tosts and promotions cor¬
relate this work with thut of the ordi¬
nary school anssion.
Tho dovolopmcnt of tha high school

has been Interesting enough to demand
« separate paragraph. This soboot
dates hank to the nosalon of 1S31-'0J,
when It UfQn Inrntful tfi rtnn ai1 4«w,

rooms in tho Commcrco Street building;.
Two tcachors wero employed at this
time, and the total enrolment was twen¬
ty-three, all of whom were young wo¬
men. By the session of 18D2-'9.1 the
enrolment had sufficiently Incrensed to
make necessary a third Instructor, and
at the same time the school was moved
from Its close quarters In Commerce
Street to a carrlago factory located on
the corner of Church Avenue and Henry
Street. The first high school diplomas
were awarded to seven young women
in 1893-'94. In September. 1894, the
carriage factory was destroyed by fire,
but the school was promptly shifted
to tho top floor of the Smith building,
corner of Salem Avenue and Ronnoke
Street. This remained the home of tho
school ttntll 1898. at which time this
building was sold, nnd the high school
wandered back to the Commerce Street
building. In 1900 the high school build-

Ing was erected on tho corner of Church I
Avenue and Roanokc Street. As soon

as a tlxed homo was established for
tho school It commenced to grow rap-
Idly.
The faculty was Increased from tlmo

to time with the addition of new
courses of study. The first special
branch offered was shorthand and type-
writing, and since then have been
OBlabllshed the departments of modern
languages, science and history. Tho
school now has a faculty of sixteen
Instructors, with an enrolment of 4S0.
Uoanoke's public school system Is In

charge of Harris Hart, who has held
tho position of superintendent for
three years, having been appointed
In 100!). It Is largely due to Mr. Hart's
exceptional ability and wide experience
in school work, that Ftoanoko's system
hns been brought to Its present state

of, excellence. Mr. Hurt is a progroa«
slve man, keenly alive to the eduea-
ttonal situation and possessed of raro
executive ability.
Superintendent flart was born *r«

Richmond, his father at that time be¬
ing president of the Worajn's College
there. lie attended tho prlvato acad¬
emies In Richmond and later entered
Hlchmon-1 Collogo, whoro he graduated.
Following his course there, ho went to
the University of Chicago and Harvard
University, where he took special
work.
In 1000 Mr. Hart was elected prin¬

cipal of the Uoanoke High School. Ho
continued In that position until 1005,
when he was elected a member of tha
Stato Hoard of Examiners, and served
In that capacity until 1309, when elect-,
ed superintendent of the Roanoke pub-,
lie school system.
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Mammy Snow says: "Use for
Baking Cake in Place of Butter"

<]f Because, Snowdrift is 100 per cent shortening, equally
as delicate in flavor as butter and absolutely pure. Use
about one-fifth less than of butter. Add a little salt as
Snowdrift contains neither salt nor water.

(fl Snowdrift is a wholesome shortening, adapted to
every branch of cooking. Most grocers sell it. If

yours does not, write our
nearest office and we will
arrange to have you
supplied.

m Creamery Butter
40 Cents a Pound
18£ Sale and Water

Snowdrift
15 Cents a Pound, 100£ Cooking Fat
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